
Befo re  t h e  Board o f  Zoning A d j u s t m e n t ,  D . C .  

PUBLIC HEARING - May 1 5 ,  1968 
June  1 2 ,  1968 

Appeal No. 9613  W a l t e r  B u r l e i g h ,  e t  ux,  a p p e l l a n t s .  

The Zoning A d m i n i s t r a t o r  of  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of  Columbia,  appe l  l e e .  

On mot ion d u l y  made, s econded  and c a r r i e d  w i t h  Messrs . Harps 
and McIntosh d i s s e n t i n g ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Orde r  was e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  
mee t ing  o f  t h e  Board on June  1 9 ,  1968 .  

A r e q u e s t  f o r  r e h e a r i n g  was d e n i e d ,  unan imous ly ,  w i t h  
Mr. Ha t ton  a b s e n t ,  a t  t h e  mee t ing  o f  t h e  Board on 
September  27 ,  1968.  

EFFECTIVE D A T E  O F  O R D E R  - September  30 ,  1968 

O R D E R E D :  

T h a t  t h e  a p p e a l  f o r  v a r i a n c e  from t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  
S e c t i o n  1302 t o  p e r m i t  s u b d i v i s i o n  c r e a t i n g  a  d e f i c i e n c y  i n  
t h e  f l o o r  a r e a  r a t i o  f o r  e x i s t i n g  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g  and 
v a r i a n c e  o f  t h e  m i n i m u m  s t r e e t  f r o n t a g e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  
R-4 D i s t r i c t ,  t o  p e r m i t  e r e c t i o n  o f  two s i n g l e - f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s  
a t  630 G S t r e e t ,  S . E . ,  l o t  8 0 ,  Sq .  877 ,  be g r a n t e d .  

FINDINGS O F  F A C T :  

1 .  The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  an R-4 D i s t r i c t .  

2 .  A t  t h e  May 1 5 ,  1968 ,  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g ,  counse l  f o r  an 
opponen t  t o  t h e  v a r i a n c e  r e q u e s t  a sked  t h a t  t h e  Board p e r m i t  
o p p o s i t i o n  t e s t i m o n y  a t  t h e  June  h e a r i n g .  T h i s  r e q u e s t  was 
g r a n t e d  by t h e  Board.  

3 .  The p r o p o n e n t s  a p p e a r e d  a t  t h e  May 1 5 ,  1968 ,  p u b l i c  
h e a r i n g  and p r e s e n t e d  t h e i r  c a s e .  

4 .  The p r o p e r t y  now c o n s i s t s  o f  one l o t  improved w i t h  a  
3 - s t o r y  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g .  The p r o p e r t y  has  a  f r o n t a g e  o f  
46 .88  f e e t  on G S t r e e t ,  S . E . ,  and a  dep th  o f  154 .38  f e e t  and 
c o n t a i n s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  9 ,955  s q u a r e  f e e t .  

5 .  I t  i s  p roposed  t o  s u b d i v i d e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  and c r e a t e  
t h r e e  l o t s ;  one c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  e x i s t i n g  a p a r t m e n t  house  and 
t h e  o t h e r  two l o t s  f o r  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s .  One o f  t h e  
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p r o p o s e d  l o t s  w i  11  c o n t a i n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2,776 s q u a r e  f e e t  
and  t h e  o t h e r  w i l l  c o n t a i n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3,218 s q u a r e  f e e t .  

6 .  S e c t i o n  3301  o f  t h e  Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  
row  d w e l l i n g s  i n  t h e  R-4 D i s t r i c t  m u s t  h a v e  a  w i d t h  o f  1 8  
f e e t  and  c o n t a i n  1,800 s q u a r e  f e e t  o f  a r e a .  

7 .  A p p e l l a n t  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  3 - s t o r y  a p a r t m e n t  
w i l l  h a v e  an FAR o f  . 9 4  due t o  k e e p i n g  t h e  r e a r  l i n e  l e v e l  
w i t h  t h e  r e a r  l i n e  o f  t h e  l o t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  dog  l e g  
shown on t h e  s i t e  p l a n .  

8 .  T e s t i m o n y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  e x i s t i n g  
a p a r t m e n t  was e x p a n d e d  o n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l o t  t h e r e  i s  a  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  9  1 -bed room a p a r t m e n t s  b e i n g  added ,  a l l  i n  
c o n f o r m a n c e  w i t h  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s .  T h i s  w o u l d  mean a  t o t a l  
o f  1 2  u n i t s  w o u l d  e x i s t  on t h e  p r o p e r t y .  

9 .  The a p a r t m e n t  w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  t h r e e  o f f - s t r e e t  
p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  and  t h e  t w o  p r o p o s e d  d w e l l i n g s  w i l l  e a c h  
h a v e  one o f f - s t r e e t  p a r k i n g  s p a c e .  

10 .  The p r o p e r t y  a b u t s  a  15 f o o t  p u b l i c  a l l e y  and  i s  now 
t h e  p l a c e  w h e r e  t r a s h  and  d e b r i s  i s  a l l o w e d  t o  a c c u m u l a t e  
b e h i n d  t h e  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g .  

1 1 .  A p p e l l a n t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  d w e l l i n g s  w o u l d  n o t  b e  
3 - s t o r y  b u i  l d i n g s  b u t  w o u l d  b e  2 - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g s  e n c l o s i n g  
an a r e a  o v e r  t h e  g r o u n d  l e v e l  g a r a g e  i n t o  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r .  

1 2 .  The C a p i t o l  H i l l  R e s t o r a t i o n  S o c i e t y  a n d  t h e  C a p i t o l  
H i  1 1  S o u t h e a s t  C i t i z e n s  A s s o c i a t i  on f a v o r  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  
t h i s  a p p e a l .  T h e r e  a r e  t w o  l e t t e r s  f r o m  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  
a r e a  s u p p o r t i n g  t h i s  a p p e a l .  

1 3 .  T h e r e  was o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  t h i s  a p p e a l .  
A t t o r n e y  f o r  t h e  o p p o n e n t s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  r e p r e s e n t e d  f i v e  
r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  who oppose  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  
t h i s  a p p e a l .  T h e i r  b a s i c  c o n t e n t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  
d e v e l o p m e n t  r e p r e s e n t s  an  o v e r u s e  o f  t h e  l a n d  and  s h o u l d  n o t  
be a l l o w e d .  

1 4 .  The o p p o n e n t s  p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  B o a r d  f o r  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
o r  a  r e h e a r i n g  i n  t h e  c a s e  a f t e r  t h e  J u n e  19,  1968 ,  d e c i s i o n  
o f  t h e  B o a r d  g r a n t i n g  t h i s  a p p e a l .  A t  i t s  m e e t i n g  o f  
S e p t e m b e r  27 ,  1 9 6 8 ,  t h e  B o a r d  d e n i e d  t h e  p e t i t i o n  b y  a  
unan imous  v o t e .  
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OPINION: 

A1 t h o u g h  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l o t s  d e v i a t e  f r o m  t h e  r e q u i  r e m e n t s  
f o r  l o t s  i n  t h e  R-4 D i s t r i c t ,  t h e  B o a r d  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  
g r a n t i n g  o f  t h i s  a p p e a l  w i l l  n o t  b e  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  
s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a  and w i l l  b e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  o t h e r  i m p r o v e d  
p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d .  

F u r t h e r ,  we a r e  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  a p p e l l a n t  has shown 
a  h a r d s h i p  w i t h i n  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  v a r i a n c e  c l a u s e  o f  t h e  
Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s .  The g r a n t i n g  o f  t h i s  a p p e a l  w i l l  n o t  
a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  t h e  use  o f  n e i g h b o r i n g  p r o p e r t y  n o r  i m p a i r  
t h e  i n t e n t ,  p u r p o s e  a n d  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  zone  p l a n  as e m b o d i e d  
i n  t h e  Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s  and  Map. 

Our  O r d e r  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  
s i t e  w i t h  r o w  d w e l l i n g s ,  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  t o w n h o u s e s ,  t w o  i n  
number .  

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED: 

By: 

r y  o f  t h e  B o a r d  

THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A  PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS AN APPLICATION FOR A  BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY 
PERMIT I S  F ILED WITH THE DIRECTOR OF INSPECTIONS WITHIN A 
PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER. 


